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The Law           With certain important exceptions the Crown Proceedings Act,
since 1948. \g^]9 St 2, establishes against the Crown liability in tort as if it were
a private person of full age and capacity; it can be made liable
for the torts of its servants or agents. The action is brought against
the appropriate government department, the Treasury being re-
sponsible for publishing a list of the departments and naming the
solicitor for each department to accept process on its behalf; in
cases not covered by the list the Attorney-General may be made
defendant. As in the case of actions for breach of contract or re-
covery of the property of the subject from the Crown, the trial
follows that of an ordinary High Court or County Court action,
except that
(a)  judgment against the department cannot be enforced by the
ordinary methods of levying execution or attachment; but the de-
partment is required to pay the amount certified to be due as damages;
(b)  in place of an injunction or a decree of specific performance,
remedies which are sanctioned by imprisonment for default, aad,
therefore, inappropriate, the court makes an order declaratory of
the rights of the parties;
(c)  similarly there can be no order for restitution of property, but
the court may declare the plaintiff entitled as against the Crown.
The principal exceptions from liability in tort relate to the Post
Office and the Armed Forces. Neither the Crown, nor an tfflKSr
oT the Crown (save at the suit of the Crown) can be held liable for
any act or omission in relation to a postal packet (unless it is regis-
tered), or to a telephonic communication (s. 9). Similar immunity
is given both to the tortfeasor and to the Crown in respect of acts or
omissions causing death or personal injury which are committed
by a member of the armed forces while on duty, where the plaintiff is
himself (a) a member of the forces who is either on duty at the time
or, if not on duty as such, is on any land, premises, ship, aircraft or
vehicle which is being used for the purposes of the armed forces,
and (b) the injury is certified by the Minister of Pensions as attribut-
able to service for purposes of pension entitlement (s. 10).
Apart from these specific exceptions which give immunity not only
to the Crown, but to the servant, the liability of the Crown is re-
stricted to the torts of its ojfficers as defined in the Act (s. 2 (6)). The
definition requires that the officer shall (a) be appointed directly or
indirectly by the Crown and (b) be paid in respect of his duties as
an officer of the Crown at the material time wholly out of the
Consolidated Fund,1 moneys provided by Parliament, the Road
Fund or a fund certified by the Treasury. CThis excludes for example
the police,2)There is also immunity for acts done by officers acting
in a judicial capacity or in execution of judicial process (s. 2 (5)).
1 P. 182, ante.                              * P. 191, ante.